
Upper Phase Autumn Term – Ancient Greeks 

Reading 

Our Guided Reading texts this term are ‘There’s a Boy in the Girls’ 

Bathroom’ by Louis Sachar and ‘Skellig’ by David Almond.  This 

texts will be read in our whole class guided reading sessions.  

We will be responding to comprehension activities using the 

VIPERS categories:  Vocabulary, Inference, 

Predicting, Explaining, Retrieval and Summary.  
 

 

Writing 

SPaG:  This is taught in discrete lessons in addition to daily exposure and application through our 

writing lessons.  We will be revising word classes including nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, 

prepositions and determiners.  We will be building sentence structure by exploring the use of main, 

subordinate and relative clauses and their associated punctuation.   

Genres of writing:   

We will be linking our writing to themes, events and characters from an audio study of ‘War with Troy’- 

an Ancient Greek narrative from Homer’s epic poem, The Iliad.  Genres of writing will include character 

description, explanatory writing, narrative retelling, diaries, obituary and a newspaper report.  We will 

also be looking at Ancient Greek myths and writing our own version. 

Maths 

Year 5:   Place value; Addition and subtraction; Multiplication and division; Fractions 

Year 6:  Place value; Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division; Fractions; 

Converting measurements 

Regular practise of multiplication tables 

All Maths learning involves opportunities to practise fluency in arithmetic skills and 

their application to reasoning and problem-solving situations. 

Science 

Earth and Space:   

We will be covering the following key questions:  What are the planets in our solar system?  How does our 

view of the moon change over a lunar month?  Why does the rotation of Earth result in night and day?  

Why is the Earth’s tilt responsible for the seasons? 

Light:  How does light travel?  What colour is light made of?  Reflection: how does light help us to see 

objects?  Which surfaces make the best reflectors?  Why do we see objects as a particular colour?  What 

happens to the appearance of objects when placed in water? 

Computing 

We will be using the 2Code software to further develop skills of coding to design a 

playable game using a selection of variables and functions.  We will be using 

flowcharts to create and debug code and ultimately create a simulation of a room 

in which devices can be controlled in a text-adventure game.  We will also be using a 

variety of Purple Mash resources to revise the concepts of online safety. 

P.E.   

 Dance and football.  One P.E. lesson per week will be taught by a dedicated sports coach 

and the other will be teacher led.   

History 

Ancient Greece - A study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 

western world.  We will cover the following key lines of enquiry:  Who were the 

Ancient Greeks and when did they rule?  What beliefs did they hold?  City-states: 

what was the difference between Athens and Sparta?  What was democracy like 

in Athens?  Why was the theatre important to Ancient Greeks?  What myths and 

fables did they create?  What happened at the battles of Marathon and Salamis 

and why were they important?  Why were the Olympic Games created by the 

Ancient Greeks?  Who was Alexander the Great and why was he so renowned? 

Geography 

This term we will be teaching a dedicated vocabulary module in preparation for locating world countries, 

biomes and vegetation belts.  We will be identifying tier 2 and tier 3 words to complement the subject 

matter and teach these through word origins, connections and application.  Pupils will be using the 

following vocabulary approach to prepare them for forthcoming learning:  Own it, Know it, Link it, Use it. 

 
Art – seeing simple shapes around us 

We will learn the importance of pots and potters in Ancient Greece.  As part of this we will explore shape and symmetry and practise colour mixing skills.  In creating our own design for a pot, 

we will explore geometric pattern and use the ‘sgraffito’ effect.  We will move on to study the work of Alberto Giacommeti.  We will practise our own observational and drawing skills in the 

style of Giacommeti leading to creating our own sculpture of an Olympian by manipulating wire and using clay and tin foil to achieve a ‘Giacommeti’ style finish. 

Music 

Learning to play the clarinet – taught by a visiting peripatetic teacher every 

Tuesday afternoon. 

French   

Linking to science, we will be learning about space exploration in French.  We will cover the solar system in 

French, sun and moon metaphors, comparing planets in French, a galaxy guide in French and alien words. 

R.E. 

Christianity – How do Christians show their belief that Jesus is Gon incarnate? 

Islam – How does tawhid create a sense of belonging to the Muslim community? 

P.S.H.E 

Being me in my world: My year ahead; Being a citizen of my country; Responsibilities; Rewards and 

consequences; Our learning charter. 

Celebrating difference:  Different cultures; Racism; Rumours and name-calling; Bullying; Money. 



 


