
Upper Phase Spring Term – The Amazon 

Reading 

Our Guided Reading text this term is ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell. This text will 

be read in our whole class guided reading sessions.  We will be responding to 

comprehension activities using the VIPERS categories:  Vocabulary, 

Inference, Predicting, Explaining, Retrieval and 

Summary.  
 

 

Writing 

SPaG:  This is taught in discrete lessons in addition to daily exposure and application through our 

writing lessons.  We will be revising word classes including nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, 

pronouns, prepositions and determiners.  We will be building sentence structure by exploring the use 

of main, subordinate and relative clauses and exploring punctuation such as colons and parenthesis.   

Genres of writing:   

We will be linking our writing to themes, events and characters from ‘The Explorer’, all directly 

linked to the Amazon Rainforest.  Genres of writing will include character diaries, rainforest poetry, 

a persuasive letter, descriptive narrative, a non-chronological report and instructional writing. 

Maths 

Year 5:   Fractions; Multiplication and Division; Decimals and Percentages; Perimeter and 

Area; Statistics  

Year 6:  Ratio; Algebra; Decimals; Fractions, decimals and percentages; Area, perimeter 

and volume; Statistics 

Regular practise of multiplication tables 

All Maths learning involves opportunities to practise fluency in arithmetic skills and 

their application to reasoning and problem-solving situations. 

Science 

Living things and their habitats:   

We will be covering the following key questions:  What are the differences in the life 

cycles of a mammal, amphibian, insect and bird?  How do some plants and animals 

reproduce? 

Forces:  What are the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction?  How do some 

mechanisms, including levers, pulleys and gears, allow a smaller force to have a greater effect?  

Computing 

We will be using the 2Calculate software to develop spreadsheet skills.  We will be using 

a spreadsheet to calculate probability, discount and final prices in a sale (including 

creating formula), to plan how to spend pocket money and the effect of saving money.  

We will also be learning about blogging – identifying the purpose and features of a 

successful blog.  We will plan the theme and content of a blog, understand how to write 

a blog and the importance of commenting on blogs. 

P.E.   

 Netball and Multi-Sport.  One P.E. lesson per week will be taught by a dedicated sports coach and 

the other will be teacher led.   

History 

A study of the Maya civilization and compare to the Vikings c.900 - We will 

cover the following key lines of enquiry:  When did they exist?  What did the 

Maya achieve?  How did they survive (housing and food)?  Did their society help or 

hinder them?  How do we know what they believed?  How do we know about the Maya?   

Each enquiry will include direct comparison to the Vikings who lived around the same 

time period and who the pupils have previously studied in LKS2.  The unit will finish 

with a historical debate about which of the two civilizations were more advanced. 

Geography 

This term we will be teaching human and physical features of world countries and biomes.  We will 

cover the following key lines of enquiry:  Where would you find some of the major countries of the 

world?  Where would you find some of the major cities of the world?  What is a biome?  How do 

biomes change across the world?  What are the human characteristics 

that define Europe, North and South America?  What are the physical 

characteristics that define Europe, North and South America?  

  
Art – Interactive Installation (Sculpture and 3D) 

We will be learning about the features of installation art and how it can communicate a message; exploring the work of Cai Guo-Qiang and discovering how our life experiences can inspire our 

art; investigating how scale, location and interactive elements affect the way visitors experience installation art. 

Music 

Y5 - Learning to play the clarinet – taught by a visiting peripatetic teacher every 

Tuesday afternoon. Y6 – A combination of singing and instrumental tuition based around 

the following songs: New Year Carol; You’ve got a Friend. 

French   

Toutes des nous - All about us 

Extended body parts; What do I look like / how do I dress; Describe ourselves; Expressing likes / 

dislikes; Counting 12-30;Bingo! 

R.E. 

Hinduism – How do questions about Brahman and Atman influence the way a Hindu 

lives? 

Buddhism – How does the Triple Refuge help Buddhists in their journey through life? 

P.S.H.E 

Dreams and Goals: Personal learning goals; Steps to success; My dream for the world; Helping to 

make a difference; Recognising our achievements. 

Healthy Me:  Taking responsibility for my health and well-being; Drugs; Exploitation; Gangs; 

Emotional and mental health; Managing stress and pressure. 


